
Earth Systems Syllabus  
2019-2020 

Teacher: Mrs. Corrine Yahn 
Email: cyahn@greeleyschools.org                                                                  Main Office Phone: 970-348-5400 
Main Classroom: Room 307 
 
 Welcome to Earth Systems at Greeley West!  You will learn about what an amazing planet 
we live on, how it has evolved through time and what to expect in Earth’s future. 
  
Curriculum:  The units we will cover are...  
1st semester: 

1. Systems of the Earth 
2. Plate Tectonics and Geomorphology 
3. Earthquakes, Volcanoes, and Natural Disasters 
4. Dating Earth's History and Evolution  

 
2nd semester: 

5. Water, Soil, and Agriculture 
6. Earth's Resources- Energy and Environmental Impact  
7. Weather and Climate Change 
8. Space Science 

 
By the end of the second semester Earth System Science you will have a clear understanding of the following 
Colorado Grade Level Expectations: 
1. All stars, including the sun, undergo stellar evolution, and the study of stars’ light spectra and brightness is used to 

identify compositional elements of stars, their movements, and their distances from Earth. 

2. Explanations of and predictions about the motions of orbiting objects are described by the laws of physics. 

3. The rock record resulting from tectonic and other geoscience processes as well as objects from the solar system can 

provide evidence of Earth’s early history and the relative ages of major geologic formations. 

4. Earth’s systems, being dynamic and interacting, cause feedback effects that can increase or decrease the original 

changes, and these effects occur on different time scales, from sudden (e.g., volcanic ash clouds) to intermediate (ice 

ages) to very long-term tectonic cycles. 

5. Plate tectonics can be viewed as the surface expression of mantle convection, which is driven by heat from radioactive 

decay within Earth’s crust and mantle. 

6. The planet’s dynamics are greatly influenced by water’s unique chemical and physical properties. 

7. The role of radiation from the sun and its interactions with the atmosphere, ocean, and land are the foundation for 

the global climate system. Global climate models are used to predict future changes, including changes influenced by 

human behavior and natural factors. 

8. The biosphere and Earth’s other systems have many interconnections that cause a continual co-evolution of Earth’s 

surface and life on it. 

9. Resource availability has guided the development of human society and use of natural resources has associated costs, 

risks, and benefits. 

10. Natural hazards and other geological events have shaped the course of human history at local, regional, and global 

scales. 

11. Sustainability of human societies and the biodiversity that supports them requires responsible management of 

natural resources, including the development of technologies. 

12. Global climate models used to predict future climate change continue to improve our understanding of the impact of 

human activities on the global climate system. 
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What you need for each class: Be ready to Learn!  You will always need a pen and pencil, your Earth notebook, 
colored pencils, highlighters, and glue stick or tape.  Class notes are available on the class website (accessed from 
Google Classroom website).  
 
How you will be graded:   
Tests/Projects 20%  
Notebook Quizzes                                   15%   
Labs/Assignments/Homework 30% 
Notebook 25% 
Semester Final                                        10% 
 

Grading Scale: 
A  100-90 
B 89-80 
C 79-70 
D  69-60 
F  59 and below 
 

Classroom and Lab Procedures: 
1.  Bring your  notebook, pen/pencil, colored pencils, highlighter, glue stick or tape to 
class each day and ready to start your Warm Up when the bell rings.  

2.  Tardies (less than 10 minutes late) can cause loss of Warm Up points. Class ends 
when I dismiss you, not the bell. Standing at the door doesn’t make the bell ring faster! 

3.  All students will be accepted in class and we will be respectful of all students, teacher, 
and school property (see left picture)! 

4.  Express yourself properly!  

5.  Bathroom pass cannot be issued for the first and last 10 minutes of class. 

6.  Food and Drink= Resealable drink bottles only! Keep classroom clean!  If you see 
trash on the floor/tables, throw it away even if it’s not yours! 

7.  Follow Dress Code!! 

8.  Plagiarism or copying someone else’s work will result in a grade of 0 and will be 
reported to parent/guardians and administration.   See District 6 student handbook.  

9.  Cell phones, electronics, and earbuds: Only allowed when magnet on board is 
green!  When they are used for an assignment, they will be used for that assignment only. 
See student handbook for consequences if using phone during red magnet time. 

10.  Lab Rules:  Use all required safety equipment during lab.  Improper use of equipment 
or horseplaying in lab will result in a 0 for the assignment. Must follow lab safety contract! 

 

 

Consequences of not following class procedures: 

If a student is disruptive to class, the following procedures will take place: 
● 1st offense:  conversation between teacher and student 
● 2nd offense:  conversation, phone call home, loss of privileges for the day (i.e. group work) 
● 3rd+ offense:  conversation, phone call home, and/or sent to an administrator 

If necessary, a student will be sent directly to an administrator 
*Additional school wide expectations can be found in the student handbook.  
 
Make-up Work for Excused Absences:  You have two days to complete and it is up to you to visit 
makeup work folders  Class notes and Warm Up/Lesson Plans can be found on Google Classroom.  
 
Assignments and Late Work:  All assignments are due on their DUE DATE! Late assignments may be turned in for 50% credit the 
following class.  
 
 Attendance: Students are expected to be in class every day and participate regularly. It is strongly recommended that students do not 
miss class for any reason. If a student knows that he/she will have to miss class for any reason, he/she is to let the teacher know 
BEFOREHAND (when possible) so that missing assignments or assessments can be made up quickly.  In the case of an unplanned 
absence, students should check Google Classroom for missed notes and Warm Ups/Lesson Plans.  Makeup Work/Handouts can 
be picked up at the start class in silver folders under flag.  Getting the makeup work is your responsibility! 



 



Electronics and Social Media 
As stated in the GWHS Student Handbook, students who bring their electronics to school do so at their 

own risk. District 6 and I cannot be held accountable for any theft, damage, or loss of electronics.  However, I 
offer a charging station for use by students during class as a way to keep outlets free for science purposes.  

 Students are prohibited to take and or record pictures/ videos in the classroom whether intended for 
personal and or social media usage, including snapchat! Students caught doing so will be subjected to District 
6 disciplinary measures. 
 

Once you and a parent/guardian have read over the course syllabus, please fill out the following 
contact information, sign and date this paper, and return to Ms. Yahn. This information will be used to 
get in contact with a parent/guardian in cases of exemplary and/or unsatisfactory behavior. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ __________ 
Student’s Name Date 
 
 
____________________________________________   
Student’s Signature  
  
 
____________________________________________ __________ 
Parent/Guardian Name  Date 
 
 
____________________________________________  
  
Parent/Guardian  Signature  
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Email and phone number 

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at cyahn@greeleyschools.org 
*I reserve the right to change the syllabus at any time based upon student’s needs.* 
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